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[bookmark: _t3af7uh2h8ls]Empty Bowls Wichita Announces Annual Chili Cook-Off to Fight Student Hunger
WICHITA, Kan. — September 01, 2026 — Empty Bowls Wichita will host its annual Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, October 17, 2026, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Woolsey Hall at Wichita State University, bringing together local chefs, artists, students, and community members to raise awareness and financial support for student food insecurity.
For $35 general admission or $15 for students, guests can select a one-of-a-kind handmade ceramic bowl created by local students and ceramic artists and enjoy a variety of delicious chili. Children ages 5 and under may receive a free kids bowl. New this year, $100 VIP tickets offer early entry, first choice of handmade bowls, private seating, and drink tickets.
Tickets are available at EmptyBowlsWichita.org.
[bookmark: _yyb7w2shymma]Where Clay and Community Come Together to Fight Student Hunger—One Bowl at a Time
Empty Bowls Wichita is a nonprofit, volunteer organization committed to fighting student hunger through arts activism and community engagement. The organization works with more than 1,750 K–12 and college students in ceramic bowl-building programs, giving young people an opportunity to explore their creativity while learning how art can create positive social change.
The annual Chili Cook-Off is a celebration of the incredible artists and potters who bring Empty Bowls Wichita to life featuring nationally recognized, regional, local, college artists, and talented student artists. Proceeds support nonprofit programs serving students in the Wichita, Derby, and Haysville public school systems, including school-based food pantries, emergency food assistance, and healthy snack programs.
Fighting Student Food Insecurity Empty Bowls Wichita supports organizations helping students meet basic needs through school-based food pantries, emergency food assistance, and healthy snack programs.
Arts Education Through hands-on ceramic bowl-building, more than 1,750 students are introduced to art activism and encouraged to discover their potential as social entrepreneurs.
Celebrating Ceramic Arts Empty Bowls Wichita also supports the national and regional ceramic arts community through artist exhibitions, guest speakers, and juried and invitational exhibitions that introduce audiences to a broader range of ceramic artists and artistic practices.
[bookmark: _2inefp8kl8d6]About Empty Bowls Wichita
[bookmark: _sg1zhfkowvbu]Empty Bowls Wichita began in 2014 through the leadership of ceramicist Brenda Lichman and Wichita State University Professor and Area Head of Ceramics Media Ted Adler, who shared a passion for the ceramic arts and community service.
Since its founding, Empty Bowls Wichita has raised substantial funds to address food insecurity in the region. The organization’s mission extends beyond fundraising by creating opportunities for education, artistic expression, exhibitions, and community-building. By inviting students and community members to create and donate handmade bowls, Empty Bowls Wichita uses art to inspire compassion and collective action against hunger.
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Empty Bowls Wichita Community Build-a-Bowl
Saturday, September 12, 2026 | 1–4 p.m.
Wichita State University, Henrion Hall
Registration required, Sign up at EmptyBowlsWichita.org
Open Streets ICT | Douglas Avenue
Sunday, September 20, 2026 | Noon–4 p.m.
Douglas Avenue from Grove Street to Waco Street
Woofstock
Saturday, October 3, 2026 | 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Sedgwick County Park
6501 W. 21st Street N.
Wichita Ceramic Regional Exhibition
October 2–November 1, 2026
Opening Reception: First Friday ICT, October 2
Reuben Saunders Gallery
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Saturday, October 17, 2026 | 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Woolsey Hall, Wichita State University
General Admission: $35
Student Admission: $15
VIP Admission: $100
Children ages 5 and under: Free kids bowl
Beneficiaries include Pando Initiative and the WSU Shocker Pantry.
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Community members, businesses, chefs, artists, and volunteers are invited to join Empty Bowls Wichita in its effort to address student hunger while celebrating the power of the ceramic arts.
Sponsorship Contact:
Brenda Lichman, Executive Director/Cell: 940-453-6834
emptybowlswichita@gmail.com
EmptyBowlsWichita.org
For tickets, event information, sponsorship opportunities, or ways to support Empty Bowls Wichita, visit EmptyBowlsWichita.org.
Empty Bowls Wichita is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.
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